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“| would rather
have the narrow
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and fortune and CaUSing trOUb|e

live my life a
prize hidden with

-=nco-  TOF the darkness

wo men walking hand-in-hand in

West Hollywood, California spot

a sign. They freeze, read the sign
and move on. The sign reads, “We are
sorry for the way we have treated you.” A
message to homosexuals who have been
cursed, physically abused or otherwise
offended by Christians, from Lighting the
Way International, the outreach ministry
of Dwayna Litz.

Lighting the Way International (LTW)
also dwells amidst the psychics, new age
healers and Satan worshippers lining
the Venice Beach boardwalk, a popular
Southern California tourist haven. Dway-
na’s sign reads, “Come find out what God
has to say about your future for free.”
Why did a lovely lady from the state of
Tennessee start an outreach ministry in
two of the hottest anti-Christian areas in
America?

Before coming to California, Dwayna
pursued fame and fortune in the country
music capital of the world, Nashville. She
also had the opportunity to use her singing
and songwriting talents on the Broadway
stage of New York. Each time she was
enticed with worldly ambitions however,
she encountered opportunities to compro-
mise her Christian faith.

Instead she waited on God. He re-
placed her desire for success in the enter-
tainment industry with a desire to reach
the lost with the gospel of Christ. Today,
Dwayna leads a life of joy and fulfilment
and plans to expand LTW to Seattle, Las
Vegas, New York’s Greenwich Village
and anywhere the light needs to overcome
darkness.




Spiritual warfare.

LEFT: Dwayna at LTW booth at Venice Beach
offering a Jewish man a HebrewEnglish Bible;

Friendship evangelism

Dwayna recalls her first experience on
the Venice boardwalk. “I was collecting
sea shells along the beach, listening to a
sermon on my headset. I had never vis-
ited Venice beach. I needed a bag for my
shells, so I went up to the boardwalk. I
still remember the shock—blatant, overt,
profanity and blasphemy against Jesus as
children looked on.

“I asked a police officer nearby, have
we gotten to a place in this country where
it’s all right for children to see this? And
he said, “Sure, its freedom of speech.” I
asked him, if it was all right if a Christian
could set up a table and offer the gospel.
And he said, ‘Sure, as long as you don’t
cause any trouble.””

Since 2001, LTW has caused trouble
for promoters of false religions and phi-
losophies. Recently, a palm reader who
set up her table next to Dwayna jokingly
asked her to move away because she was
ruining her business.

The first day Dwayna set up on the
boardwalk she shared the gospel with
psychics and palm readers. Dwayna says,
“It was exciting but challenging. I did not
get through to them. Later, I went to the
beach and looked over the ocean. I felt the
Holy Spirit and I cried and I wept for the
lost.”

The LTW mission is reaching people
for Christ through love and through rea-
son. LTW is equipped with research arti-
cles and apologetic materials proving the
reliability of Scripture and the divinity of
Jesus Christ. “I love collecting research
articles,” says Dwayna. “Last week I
handed out

50 articles refuting the da Vinci
Code.”

LTW emphasises apologetics at Ven-
ice beach but emphasises love in West
Hollywood. The city is known as a gay
village, an urban area where many gay
and lesbian people, as well as bisexuals
and transsexuals live. Vendors outside
gay bars, nightclubs and restaurants hand
out lubricants and condoms to teenagers
and runaways, too young to enter bars,
encouraging them into homosexual pros-
titution.

Members from Oasis ministry, a Los
Angeles based outreach to homosexuals,
visited Dwayna’s booth on the Venice
boardwalk and invited her to participate
in their friendship evangelism. They walk
the streets of West Hollywood with no
tracts, no Bibles, but praying for people
they meet.

After one night of friendship evan-
gelism, Dwayna saw an opportunity for
LTW. However, obtaining a city permit
proved more challenging than she antici-
pated.

The city official in charge of permits,
upon hearing Dwayna’s plan, challenged
her, “How dare you push your idea of God
onto people in West Hollywood. This is a
city free from those who would object to
alternative lifestyles. People live here as
God made them to live.”

The official reluctantly assigned her a
vendor permit, saying he could hardly wait
to see her driven out of town. Dwayna re-
calls the meeting, “He really scared me.
But before my first night out, I emailed
people asking them to pray for me. That
first night, nothing bad happened. In fact
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everyone I met was very nice. Obtaining
the permit, I now realise, was part of the
spiritual warfare involved in combating
the darkness.”

The most popular tract Dwayna hands
out in West Hollywood is the Father’s
Love Letter. She says, “So many men in
their childhood did not receive love from
their dads and turned to homosexual life-
styles. The verses outlined in the Father’s
Love Letter show how God wants to be a
daddy to us through Jesus.”

Some visit the booth, see the Christian
literature and confess that they know all
about Jesus because their father is a pas-
tor. “This touches my heart,” says Dway-
na. “People stop at our table by God’s love
and direction. Somewhere, friends and
family are praying for these people to be
delivered. And I praise God for using this
ministry as an answer to their prayers.”

Leaving the stage

So why is this talented, Tennessee native
sharing the gospel in two of the spiritually
darkest areas of America rather than writ-
ing and singing hit songs in Nashville or
starring in the New York musical theatre
scene?

Dwayna says that God’s plan for her
was revealed while trying to make a name
for herself in the entertainment industry. “I
am embarrassed by this now, but I wanted
to be famous for God’s glory which was
immature of me because God let me know
that I cannot be famous in this world and
die to it at the same time,” she admits.
“I was never meant to be loved by this
world. I am a Christian.”

Dwayna, who had toured and sung in




Spiritual warfare.

churches in South Korea, Haiti and India
beginning at age 10, found the Nashville
scene far from godly. Although many
hymns and gospel tunes come out of
Nashville, according to Dwayna, many in
the country music industry live like rock
stars once the music ends. She planned to
live as a light in the Nashville darkness,
but a Christian woman in a male dominat-
ed industry did not fit the arrangement.

She says about the industry, “A lot of
people tend to just go with their feelings,
married or not married and it is very dif-
ficult when you are a Christian. When
the ‘Casting Couch’ predicament arose, I
would simply leave.”

New York City was the next destina-
tion after Nashville, where she sang in
nightclubs and auditioned for the stage.
She turned down the lead in an off-Broad-
way play because the script ridiculed
Christianity. Her attorney helped her get a
part in Rent, but because she believed the
play glorified homosexuality, she turned
that down.Times were tough. She called
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LTW emphasises APOLOGETICS at Venice beach but
emphasises LOVE in West Hollywood. The city is known as a

gay village, an urban area where many gay and lesbian people,
as well as bisexuals and transsexuals live.

out, “God how am I going to pay my bills
turning down all of these parts?”

Dwayna returned to Nashville. She
was offered a production deal and signed
as a singer /songwriter with BMG Records
and contributed music to Patti Labelle’s
album, Flame. But she felt no fulfilment.
She had no record deal of her own and the
money she was making was not enough to
pay the rent.

She remembers praying one night,
“God, why won’t you give me a record
deal . . . why won’t you make me famous
... why won’t you give me a fulfilling ca-
reer? And then I heard the Holy Spirit say,
‘Let me be everything to you.’  answered,
all right Lord, but I don’t know how.”

Dwayna had grown up in the church
but she says that after she heard the Holy
Spirit that night she craved Scripture in a
new light and relied on God like she never
had before. She carried 3x5 cards of Bible
verses to help her through the day. She
prayed before interviews for jobs she did
not want to take but needed to pay her
bills. She prayed that the Lord would help
her through the next hour confessing she
would need him the hour after that.

She says, “My thrills became taking
notes on sermons, growing in the Bible
and telling others about Jesus; whether in
the music industry or in other jobs. My
daily prayer became, ‘Lord bring some-
body my way and let me tell him or her
about you today.” If at day’s end, I had
pleased God, then I was a success.”

In 2001, Dwayna visited Southern
California in order to attend Grace Com-
munity Church, led by pastor and teacher
John Macarthur. She had listened to his
complete tape series. Pastor John Ma-
cArthur emphasises the careful study and
verse-by-verse exposition of the Bible.

“I came to California because [ wanted
to visit Pastor John MacArthur’s church,”
Dwayna recalls. “I had no reason to stay.
But my mother said we should pray about
the possibility of God moving me to Cali-
fornia. But it was unheard of because I
had no money. Well, in one week I had a
car, I had a job and a place to live.”

The narrow path

Today Dwayna has a sponsor who pays
her basic living expenses, allowing her to
devote herself fulltime to LTW. In 2003,
LTW received non-profit status allowing

tax deductions for those contributing fi-
nancially.

“I had no idea that this would turn into
a full time ministry, I just wanted to vol-
unteer my time,” Dwayna says, “And be-
cause | post weekly updates on the LTW
website about specific stories of evange-
lism and conversations we have with peo-
ple, we have support from people across
the country. It has been amazing. I have
not asked for one contribution. Yet all my
personal and ministry needs are met. [ am
overwhelmed by God’s mercy and grace.
He gives me the opportunity to tell people
about Jesus full time and it’s the love of
my life.”

Dwayna says that through her struggle
for fame and fortune, she realised true ful-
filment once she sacrificed her dream and
adopted God’s plan for her life. She gave
up her aspirations in order to reach out to
the lost with the truth of the gospel.

“I am forever grateful to God for not
allowing me to succeed in the mainstream
media because it was not of the Lord,”
says Dwayna. “I would rather have the
narrow path with no fame and fortune and
live my life a prize hidden with Christ in
God.”

How does she remember her struggle
in the entertainment industry? “I look
back on my time in Nashville as a time
of pruning,” Dwayna explains. “At times
I felt I belonged in the record business. I
set personal goals, worked as hard as pos-
sible and still God did not give me what
I wanted. I became depressed; I went
through a low period, a valley.

“Then God revealed to me that this
was self pity. My life belongs to him, not
me. He does not exist to do my will, I ex-
ist to do his.”

Does she miss that scene? “Yes, I do
miss it. But I still sing in various churches
and at weddings. I believe my gift is to
sing and that we are called to use our gifts
to bring people closer to God. But I am so
thankful for this ministry and I say, ‘Lord,
do whatever you want with me, as I live
for heaven.””
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